Extra-articular fractures of the distal radius--a European view point.
There is no unified consensus view on the management of distal radius fractures within Europe. This is partially because of the failure of clinical studies to demonstrate superiority of one treatment technique over the others. Nonclinical factors, such as cost and operating room availability, also contribute to the decision making regarding treatment, and there remains uncertainty as to the criteria that need to be fulfilled to achieve a good functional result. This article therefore does not describe a unified European viewpoint, but the viewpoint of two Europeans working within the health care system of one European country.